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The following is from 1922 Spring Edition of the Alderwood Manor
Countryside newspaper.
When one stops to think that three years ago
Alderwood Manor was but the beginning of a
great project, and that today it has among its
many other conveniences that of having the big
city dailies delivered to the homes, one can in a
measure guage (sic) the wonderful Alderwood
Manor spirit of which every visitor speaks.
The industry, and energy of the Little Landers
is no better evidenced than in the new business
venture of P. Wigen, a resident of subdivision
4.
Providing himself with an automobile which
he converted into a modern paper delivery
wagon, Wigen began his work of establishing
his various paper routes. Arrangements were
made by him whereby the Seattle dailies are
shipped to him on the limited interurban cars,
with the result that those to whom he delivers have
their papers at the same time the newsboys are
making deliveries there.
The services of P. Wigen has won for him many
patrons. Helping him, Wigen has his son, who is
just completing his high school education. Besides
handling the Seattle dailies, Wigen is the agent for
the Ladies Home Journal, the Saturday Evening
Post, the country Gentleman and other magazines.
He takes orders for any magazine his patrons may
care to obtain and gives in each instance prompt
delivery.
*Peter Wigen and his wife Agnes moved to
Alderwood Manor from Wiley City, Yakima
County where he was a labor on a fruit farm.
Both Peter and Agnes were Swedish immigrants.
In the 1930 census Peter is listed as a Real Estate
Salesman.
Note: “limited interurban cars” made few stops if
any between Seattle and Everett and did not carry
freight.
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President’s Message
Some of you know that my husband, Pat, and I own North Creek Self
Storage at Thrasher’s Corner in Bothell. For the past seventeen years we have
watched people bring car and truck loads of items to our facility for storage. I
have even used my storage unit to store items. We have found that people
need storage for a variety of reasons; downsizing, college, relocating, military,
divorce, and sadly a death in the family. People store their snowmobiles,
Christmas decorations and business records with us.
With the introduction of “Storage Wars” on television two years ago we
have had increased interest in our auctions that take place for units that have
been abandoned. When the unit is auctioned the purchaser is given
instructions that by Washington State law they are to leave all personal items
such as documents and photos behind. What happens then? We are required
(by law) to keep them on site for a minimum of six months and then we must
dispose of them. And each time we do this it tears me apart that photos,
military records, report cards, yearbooks, and even bibles have to be discarded
because the owner didn’t claim them. And if you are thinking “why don’t you
keep them” the answer is, again, by state law we are not allowed to buy or
keep any of the items we must auction.
My reason for sharing this? These are all items that have value to
somebody. Maybe not the person that rented the storage unit but perhaps a
child or sibling, or a historical or genealogical society. The same is true for
the items that we all have in boxes in the closet, the attic, or the basement. I
am sure some of the items that many of you have would be a great addition to
our collection or another organizations collection. What made me think of this
was yesterday Alderwood Manor Heritage received a large envelope from the
Entiat Community Historical Society with the following in a letter:
“The enclosed brochure was found in a box of old newspapers that came
from an attic of a house which was sold after the death of both owners. The
Historical Society was given the box to see if there were items of Entiat
history. You are receiving this brochure to add to your collection.”
In the envelope was a copy of the 1922 Spring Edition of the Alderwood
Manor, Washington, Countryside. The condition is pretty good for a 90 year
old paper but the contents were even better. The headline reads “1922 Another
Prosperous Year.”
“Personally, I spent nearly four years—age one through kindergarten—
living in Alderwood Manor. In 1947 my parents bought one of the 5-acre
parcels from Pope & Talbot. The house is still in use—a block house on 196th
at the bottom of the hill, north side of the road, East of Alderwood Manor. I
research history for the Entiat Valley and the community of Entiat. So, I value
items of the past. Yours truly, Phyllis Griffith.”
Somebody else might have come across this box of newspapers and
throw it into the recycle bin. But the finders of it realized that it had value to
somebody. And Phyllis was kind enough to pass it on to us. Eight wonderful
pages of the beginning of Alderwood Manor! The morale to my two stories;
drag the boxes out, see what you have and who you might share it with. It
isn’t of any value in a box in a dark room.
Cheri (Stadler) Ryan
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New Members
L Lwanga of Lynnwood attended our March pancake
breakfast and became a AMAH member.
Mickie Gunderson purchased her home on Lawton
Road in Lynnwood in 1962. She worked as a
teacher in the Everett School District for 27 years.
She has two children that graduated from
Lynnwood High School.
Milton (Mic) & Linda Maas currently live in
Spokane, WA; lived in Alderwood Manor from
1955 to 1968, attending Alderwood Grade School
(55-56), Lynnwood Jr. High (56-59) and Mt. Lake
Terrace High School (59-63). They owned and
lived at the Alderwood Apartments, 25th and 196th
the entire time the family lived in Alderwood
Manor.
Gift memberships have been given to:
Jim Corcoran purchased a membership for Nichole &
Steven Warren of Mill Creek.
Shelly (Sims) Richards, also of Mill Creek, was
given a membership by Linda Myers.
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Don’t Come Event—our Non Bake Sale
Once again we have had a very successful “Don’t
Com Event,” we hope you enjoyed not coming. But
if you are in search of a loaf a bread the following add
was in the 1922 Spring Edition of the Alderwood
Manor, Washington, Countryside newspaper
We would like to thank the following for
attending with their donations as of June1st—and it’s
not too late to attend!

Remembering
Glen Thomas (Tommy) Childs
March 26, 1931—April 6, 2012

Glen Childs was born in Seattle, WA in 1931
and lived in Cedar Valley (Alderwood Manor),
Concrete and Anacortes, WA prior to moving to
Spokane, WA in 1971. He attended Alderwood
Grade School until he was in the 7th grade.
While in high school he joined the Navy. After
serving in the Korean War he returned to Seattle, met
and married Clararose Cullen in 1954. He retired
from Firestone Tire Co. and Spokane Galvanizing
Co., becoming an active member of the Corbin Senior
Activity Center. He is survived by his wife Clararose,
three sons, Steven, Randal, and Wayne, sister, Rosalie
Gurley, ten grandchildren, and four greatgrandchildren.
John Charles Bangerter
April 22, 1920—December 17, 2011

John Bangerter was born in Victoria B.C. and
moved to Alderwood Manor with his family when he
was one year old and resided there his entire life. He
graduated from Edmonds Highs School in 1939 and
joined the Naval Reserves. Throughout his life he
was a sailor and pilot. His wife, Margarete passed
away in 2002, they had been married 54 years. He is
survived by his daughter Marlene (Douglas) Stein and
two grandchildren.

1922 Spring Edition Alderwood Manor Countryside newspaper

Dorothy & Gene Morehouse, Halide Patterson,
Cynthia Accetturo, George & Nonie Morse, Carole
Johanesen, Carol Grant, Jean Holte, Greg & Patty
Olson, James Welch, Brett & Dawn Little, Rod &
Charlotte Neff, Ruby J. Smith, Clay Konikson, Doug
Smith,
Ken Blendheim, David & Sally Niver, Jack &
Marlene Birt, Bob & Nancy Meador, Jack & Jo Ann
Rossi, Rick & Sandy Phillips, Jack Thomspon,
Dagmar Wagner, Pete Francis, Bev & Des Neff,
Nadine Chase Morgan, Stephen & Jan Nofziger,
Mary Taht, Barry & Pat Kaltenbaugh, Don Bakken,
Donald & Elizabeth Burfitt, Ray Colby, Ray & Ruth
Pennock, Lynn & Linda Myers, Nick & Sandy
Konikson, Barbara Kunz, James Peterson, Karl &
Marlene Stadler, Warren Little, Drusilla Upton, Mary
Wickstrum, Heather Russell, Virginia Stadler, Dale &
Donna Hoggins, Richard Stadler, Virginia Bennett,
Morgan Bartlett, Leo & Mary Ellen Juhola, George &
BeckDony Janecke, Ken Haworth, William A. Bone,
Betty Lou Gaeng, Kay & Gary Crymes, Lois Griffith,
Liz & Ted Carpenter, Mary Hovde, Gene & Oletta
Thomas, Dan Power, Eva Thomson, Jim & Kay
Power, Cheri & Pat Ryan, Vic Salvino

Alderwood Manor News Clippings

“Page
Page 44

A Conversation with Betty Arnold
Transcribed by Tiffany Villigan

One mission of historical societies is to record and
preserve a specific region’s history, and one way to do
that is through oral histories. In August 2007, Betty
Bailey Arnold, whose family moved from Seattle to
Alderwood Manor in 1927 when she was eight years
old, recorded an interview with Alderwood Manor
Heritage Association for our Oral History archives.
Below are excerpts from her 40-minute interview.
AMHA: Where did you live when you first came
to Alderwood Manor?
Betty Arnold: Well, we lived at Summit Station,
which was the highest point between Seattle and
Everett on the electric train. And our property butted
right up against the railroad tracks, five-and-a-half
acres that my parents bought for two thousand, five
hundred dollars. Can you imagine this? It was all
stump land … and a half-acre cleared. It had a house
with one bedroom, a kitchen, and a living room. And
we stuffed [laughs], we stuffed Mother and Dad and
three kids in that little building. And it was a charming
thing because the wind whistled through the cracks.
[laughs]
When asked if she rode the Interurban, Betty
remembered:
BA: Well of course, because all I had to do was
walk through five acres to the Interurban to go to
school, and they issued a book of tickets so we could
ride. One of the interesting events that I can recall on
the, riding the Interurban was we stopped at Martha
Lake. This was the change where the Interurbans
passed. And of course right there, the Interurban rightof-way had cut through a homesteader. Mr. [Samuel]
McGhee. And Mr. McGhee would come out and meet
the train, probably about the time when we kids were
coming home from school, because it was in the
afternoon. And he’d meet the train, and the conductor
would do some of his shopping. He would bring
McGhee his mail….One of the things I remember so
vividly is whenever he would have fruit, he would
share it with the conductor, and the conductor would
share it with the kids. ...Anyway, that’s one of the
things I remember about riding the train. And of
course [they were] very lovely because they had plush
seats, and they always had that … doily-like [on the
headrest], and it was always fresh and starched and

clean, you know.…No
seat belts. But they had
a smoking portion of
that car, or of most of
the cars. And— Of
course, I never liked to
have to sit up close to
that area, I was always
hoping to sit close to
where the conductor
was. So that’s about, I
would say, some of the
interesting things I
remember riding the
Interurban. It was sad
when that actually was
no longer available to
us.
So the next thing
we did [to get to
school after the
Interurban was no
longer used] was, we
walked from our
home, to the Martha Lake Road, which is 164th, and
buses—not school buses, mind you—but Mr.
Echelbarger had trucks. He had an ancient old bus.
Broke down, I won’t say how often, but it was very
frequent. So we rode this truck when they had wooden
benches, and when he’d stop, we’d all roll forward to
the front. [laughs] And whenever we hit a bump, you
could imagine what it was like. I don’t know how we
ever survived without serious accidents.
AMHA: What was the social life like where you
lived? Because you were near Martha Lake, and your
life centered a bit around there, did it?
BA: Well, yes, most— Really that was it. We had
our own family that we spent a lot of time with. But
our social life basically was the Martha Lake
Community Club. And it was a building … like an old
chicken house. And it didn’t have running
water….The restrooms were privies. And it was heated
by oil drum, and there was one gentleman that I
remember so well, he was so faithful. Chub Tutmark.
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

And dear old Chub would be there early in the
morning, stoke up the fire so we wouldn’t be freezing,
but on the perimeters, let me tell you, it was freezing
cold! [laughs]
AMHA: So was your family quite active in social
affairs of Alderwood Manor?
BA: No, my family was not. My father worked
very hard during those years. My mother was very—
she was timid. She really never socialized. She knew
the neighbors, and they were social, but she never
joined anything. Her business was caring for her
children and struggling….I don’t know how she did it,
I really don’t. Hard work.
AMHA: And this was in the time of the
Depression, too, wasn’t it?
BA: Yes, absolutely. And she mended our clothes.
How many times have we mended socks? As long as
the socks held together, we mended. And I learned
how to mend socks, let me tell you. I think one of the
things growing up that was one of the most unpleasant
parts of the whole business was washday. Washday, I
always ended up having to do socks. That was a
horrible job! But it was to be done, and as we were
always prompted, we all pulled together, you know.
Everybody has to. And as growing up, when summer
was coming along, my father and mother always grew
a huge garden. Mother canned, Father made a
wonderful root house with a little stream running
through.…So that’s where we stored our vegetables,
Mother’s canned goods, when she—when they milked
the cow; we didn’t have a separator, we put all the
milk in pans, and then she would put it down in this
root cellar, and as it cooled, the cream would come to
the top, and she had a spoon—a special spoon—that
she could skim that cream right off. I never learned the
skill, it was much too hard.
On the subjects of friends and school, Betty
became even more animated.

BA: The people who lived on Meadow Road were
friends of ours, the Olsons. Ernest Olson. I played
with Lenore … that was one of my girlhood friends.…
Frances Thompson was my very good friend. And the
Janet family, who lived on Tenth Avenue. The two
girls there [Zelma and Ethel], I knew them quite well,
and a few others, but those were my closest girls
growing up. And one of the birthday parties I had—
my birthday is February, of course—and Mother had
planned this lovely party, and they were all coming on
the Interurban. Well they couldn’t, [laughs] because
the snow was so deep! I think it was way up over my
knees. That was a really rough—and that was, that was
probably 1930.
… I started school in basically the second grade.…
In Seattle, I attended school there, and they had halfyears, so … because of my age I started a bit, a half a
year, and so they [at Alderwood Grade School] put me
back! That was a big shock to me. But, I had Mrs.
Durban, who was the most precious lady. And she was
such a mothering person. I remember her so clearly
and so dearly. She was really lovely. She salvaged me;
I was so timid. I was a redhead, freckled kid, gangly,
and I guess perhaps I was a little bit sort of selfconscious of my appearance.
… I can remember every teacher I had, the ones I
was particularly fond of, some I had great compassion
for. Mrs. Fulkerson. Mrs. Fulkerson was a widow
trying to support two kids. She was a very lovely lady.
But she taught fifth grade, and fifth grade, the boys
can be just obnoxious. And so they would just be on
her case, and the poor darling would have to go out in
the hall and cry. I was so irate, I— oh! I could have
knocked the—those boys— Anyway, I never did
anything, but I know how, how disgusted I was to
think that they would pick on that sweet woman. Then
there was Miss Turner, Miss Ruth Turner. But one of
my very favorites was Miss Bush, because she had
that artistic nature that I have, and we just hit it off
beautifully. Miss Casper, she was my fourth grade
[teacher]. She was a very charming young lady. Of
course she was not married, so I guess that was
[laughs] interesting too.

Wanted
Videographers—simply put somebody that has a video camera that would be available from time to time to
video our events such as our Programs and Cottage Chats.
Contact Cheri Ryan 206-399-7345 or leave a message at the Cottage 425-775-4694
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Does anyone know . . .?
In our March 2012 Clippings we started a new
section where we will publish questions and answers
about anything Alderwood Manor related that you
might have wondered about. In that issue Jan
(Canfield) Nofziger asked “Does anyone know what
happened to the Gatjens House?” And we have an
answer! Member Dana Caldart got in touch with
former school mate Harry Gatjens (via his Facebook
page) and received the following reply.
“We lived in the house (current 196th SW &
th
40 Ave W, Lynnwood) from the week before I was
born (1954) until 9th grade. 196th was becoming a
commercial Mecca at the time so Robinson Lyon Ford
from Renton bought the house and was going to build
a new car lot there. The house sat vacant for a while
as the purchaser ran into financial problems. Finally it
was bull dozed in 1970. My family had a lot of good
memories in that house. The house had stucco for
siding and there was a large detached garage that we
had a play/storage area in the upstairs. The house was
built for two sisters in the mid- 1920s. Each of us
Gatjens kids still has one page of the blue prints of the
house framed.”
Dana added “Harry and I attended grade school
(Spruce Elementary) and junior high (Lynnwood)
together. We used to throw the football around his
yard. I remember that the house was above 196th on a
small hill and sometimes we had to be careful not to
throw the ball out into the street. One of Harry’s
claims to fame is that he was the President of the
Lynnwood Junior High ASB in 9th grade. Harry’s
mother was the secretary at Spruce Elementary when it
opened in 1961, when Harry and I were in the second
grade.”
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Jan also asked about the style of the house,
similar to the Wickers building. In the beginning the
area was just “Alderwood” and it is believed the W.A.
Irwin added the “Manor” to it as be thought it sounded
more sophisticated. And this is probably the same
reason that the Alderwood Mercantile was built in a
traditional old style Tudor. Many of the homes had a
New England influence maybe because that is where
the roots of the Puget Mill Company (Pope & Talbot)
came from.
And now for our new “Does anyone know.”
Below is a photo that member Lois Griffith inherited
from when she worked in the administrative offices of
the Edmonds School District. The back of the photo is
stamped “Edmonds School Dist. No. 15 Photograph”
and someone has written “Farm Fair about 1965.”
Can you help identify any of the people in the photo or
tell us what you know about the Farm Fair that was
held at the Alderwood Youth Club for school
students?

Thank You Alderwood Manor Heritage Volunteers
In observance of May Day the Heritage Preservation Institute asked organizations such as ours to
evaluate such things as security, safety, and collection practices. On May 1 st and 5th our volunteers, including
board members, attended a “retraining” for the first time since we opened the Cottage six years ago. We would
like to thank the following for their attendance and continued support of Alderwood Manor Heritage: Sandy
Phillips, Sandy & Nick Konikson, Kevin Stadler, Liz & Ted Carpenter, Linda Myers, Bob & Nancy Meador,
Carole Johanesen, Cheri Ryan, Karl & Marlene Stadler, Lois Griffith, Halide Patterson, Jim Corcoran, Rod
Neff, Carol Ripley, Jo Ann Rossi, Gary Lee, Dennis Boser, Jan Nofziger, Kay Crymes, Jennifer Bell, Tiffany
Valligan, Dale & Donna Hoggins, Jack & Marlene Birt, and Betty Gaeng. These are the folks that keep us
tickin’ and they are all appreciated!
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The Martha Lake Dilemma
On January 2, 1948, the Washington State
Department of Game did a survey of Alderwood
Manor’s Martha Lake. The information from this
survey was published in 1972 by the Department of
Ecology’s State Water Program as Water Supply
Bulletin No. 14, Lakes of Washington, Volume 1,
Western Washington by Ernest E. Wolcott, Third
Edition, Olympia, Washington. The result of this
survey follows:
Martha Lake, Snohomish County—T27N,
R4E, Section 1, containing 57 surface acres and
1346 volume acre feet—two and a half miles from
Alderwood Manor—originally called Manor
Lake—drains via marsh to Swamp Creek and
Sammamish river—fish species: Rainbow—called
Martin Lake on old maps.
Now, we find not just one, but two
unanswered questions! Who was Martha? Who
was Martin?

It appears this photograph was taken on the
south end of Martha Lake, most likely in the early
1920s. The man could be a Puget Mill Real Estate
Agent. Photo courtesy of Jack O’Donnell.

You are invited to become a Member of AMHA
Individual $20
Family $30
Benefactor $100 or more
Heritage Partner $50

Special Donation towards General Operating Fund: $________

(A special category for Business and Organizations.)

If you are (or have been) a local resident, what year did you

Name(s):

first live in this community? 19_____ 20_____

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________

Please send me information about volunteer Opportunities.

City/State/Zip: ______________________________
Phone: (______)_____________________
E-Mail: ____________________________________

AMHA is incorporated as a non-profit Tax Exempt Organization as described in
section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code. It is affiliated with the League
of Snohomish County Historical Organizations, the Washington Heritage
Resources Center, and the Washington Trust for Historic Preservation.

If you are not yet a member, you are invited to consider joining the Alderwood Manor Heritage Association.
The only qualification for membership is a desire to support the mission of improving quality of life through developing a sense of
our community's history and soul through preservation, interpretation, education, outreach, research and fellowship.
Please mail your check, payable to AMHA to:
AMHA Treasurer
P. O. Box 2206
Lynnwood, WA 98036-2206
If you are a member, please share the above form with a friend or relative.
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Mark Your Calendars
AMHA Annual Picnic
July 28th, Saturday
Heritage Park
19903 Poplar Way, Lynnwood
11:00 a.m. Pot-Luck Lunch at Noon
Bring a hot dish, salad, or dessert to share at our
pot-luck. We will supply tableware, beverage, tables,
and chairs. We will “pass the hat” to help pay for
expenses.
Bring your family and friends! For each nonmember you bring to the picnic you will receive a
ticket for a special raffle.
Please park at the Little Red School House
(south of the park—follow the signs). We will have
shuttle service to bring you to the park, compliments
of Floral Hills.
If you have any questions please call Linda Myers at
360-653-6786 or the Heritage Cottage 425-775-4694.

Car No. 55 Trolley Tours at Heritage Park
For the summer months the trolley will be open
for tours in July, August, and September on the 1st
Saturday of each month, from 11 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Tours are available year round and are always free.
From October through May you may call Laurie
Cowan at 425-670-5502 to arrange a tour.
September 16th Chicken Dinner—tickets are
$20.00 each and will be available July 23rd.

Cottage Hours Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Saturdays 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Alderwood Manor Heritage Association
Alderwood Manor Station
P.O. Box 2206
Lynnwood, WA 98036-2206
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