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When Carl Perrin returned to 
their comfortable home in 
downtown Edmonds and told 
his wife Gertie they had just 
become owners of a few 
acres of land a few miles 
northeast and they were 
moving, Gertie’s comeback 
was “If I am moving to the 
sticks, then I am starting me a 
town.”  True or not—we will 
never know.  Gertie was quite 
the story teller.  However, 
one thing we can be sure of, 
in 1939 Gertie did head for 

the Snohomish County Courthouse in Everett, paid 
ten cents and registered their land as a future town 
site.  Perrinville was born. 

Born in Missouri in 1893, Jennie Gertrude 
“Gertie” Osborn grew up in a large family.  Gertie 
was eight years old when her father, a carpenter, had 
the urge to move to California.  Mr. and Mrs. Osborn 
and their four children then headed west.  In 
Colorado, another child was born.  Three more 
children were born while the family made their home 
in California. 

The Osborns settled in Redwood in Santa Cruz 
County.  This is where they lived when the disastrous 
earthquake hit San Francisco in 1906.  From their 
yard, Gertie and her family watched as the flames and 
smoke rose from the stricken town. During an 
interview with Gertie featured in Centennial Profile 
published in “Edmonds, 100 years for the Gem of 
Puget Sound” (1990), she told of her remembrances 
of their house shaking a great deal, but luckily there 
was no damage.   

At the age of 16, Gertie ventured into marriage. It 
was to be a very short one.   

When Gertie was 17, and single again, her father 
decided it was time to move on once again.  This time 
the family headed north and in 1910 the Osborns 
reached the shores of Puget Sound and the young 
town of Edmonds.  Mr. Osborn seemed satisfied with 
the little lumber town and the family settled down.  

In 1913 when she was 20 years old Gertie met a 
young man and she tried marriage again.  Her new 
husband Andrew Henson was 25 years old, and was 
working as a sawyer at a mill on the waterfront in 
Edmonds.  It was another short marriage—ending in 
1918.   

The family lost their breadwinner when Gertie’s 
father died in 1922.  Gertie waited tables and cooked 

at the hotels in Edmonds to 
help her mother support the 
family.      
Working at a restaurant she 
met the manager; tall, good
-looking Carl Perrin, a 
transplant from Arkansas 
and Eastern Washington.  
They married in 1931.  In 
1932 their only child, Carl 
Oman “Skip” Perrin, was 
born.   
Gertie once said she had 
been cooking since she was 
nine years old.  She must 
have been good at it, as 

(Continued on page 4) 

Gertie Perrin’s Perrinville 

By Betty Lou Gaeng 

Perrinville today! 
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Alderwood Manor Heritage Association Mission Statement 

     The mission of the Alderwood Manor Heritage Association is to develop a 
sense of history and culture of Alderwood Manor, Lynnwood, and surrounding 
communities through preservation, interpretation, education, outreach, research, and 
fellowship.  We seek to serve all the people in our community. 

We are about to close the door on 2014—another successful year at 
Alderwood Manor Heritage Association!  We can contribute this success to 
our members, our generous supporters, our volunteers, and all our visitors. The 
visitors are so fun because we never know how many will come through the 
front door, where they might be from, and if they had any ties to the area.  We 
get folks that drop in and tell us they have been driving by for years and 
finally stopped in.  Sometimes we think we, including all of Heritage Park, is 
one of the biggest secrets in the City of Lynnwood.   If you ever have a couple 
of hours and don’t know what to do, stop by and sit and visit a spell!  Bring a 
neighbor that doesn’t know anything about the history of Alderwood Manor, 
the history of Lynnwood way before there was a Mall! 

     I mentioned part of our success was due to our volunteers, which 
includes our Board of Directors.  We have three people finishing their terms at 
the end of December.  This wasn’t just a one-year term, it was a two-year 
term, and it wasn’t just one term, it was three!  Jan (Canfield) Nofziger, Kevin 
Stadler, and Jim Corcoran have all “termed out” as they have served three two
-year terms and must leave the Board.  But they don’t have to leave forever—
just a year and then they are certainly invited to return.  Our Board of twelve is 
the nuts and bolts of the association and without  them, well who knows where 
we would be?  All our volunteers, whether they are hosts, data entry folks, or 
part of our set-up or cleanup committees are all important. 

     We have three new Board members that will start their two-year term 
on January 1st.  We welcome Gary Rogers, Beth Lunsford, and Carol Ripley to 
come play with us.  That is what I consider volunteering for Alderwood Manor 
Heritage Association—playing with a great bunch of folks!  We always have 
room for additional playmates, let us know if you want to join in! And we 
recently had a ball playing at our Holiday Open House.  Enjoy our photos with 
Santa—he determined we have all been nice! 
 

Cheri (Stadler) Ryan 

Santa Claus sits on the steps 
of the Alderwood Manor Cottage 
waiting for his visitors to arrive. 
See more photos on page 5. 
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Welcome New Members 
Fred Shull came to South Snohomish County in 

1948.  He attended Edmonds Grade School and 
graduated from Edmonds High School, living 
close to Five Corners.  He had a career in teaching 
math at Edmonds High School, Alderwood 
Middle School, and Edmonds Community 
College.  He also coached baseball and football.  
In 2005 he left the area and currently lives in 
Leavenworth, Washington. 

 
Jim Welch has bought a gift membership for his old 

friend and neighbor Don Shipley.  Don graduated 
from Edmonds High School in 1946 and currently 
lives in West Windsor, New Jersey. 

 
Ray Colby has bought a gift membership for his son 

Grant Colby.  Grant lives in Pt. Ludlow, 
Washington.   

 
Sandy (Smith) Phillips has purchased gift 

memberships for her sisters Madeline Herzog and 
Mary Anne Danner who both live in 
Lynnwood, Washington.  They are the twin 
daughters of Rod and Rhoda Smith.   

Walter Richard Koepp 
September 12, 1927—November 21, 2014 

 

    Walt was born in Wallowa, Oregon to Herman 
and Marie Niederhauser Koepp.  The family, including 
his older sister Marie, moved to Alderwood Manor to 
a chicken ranch near Martha Lake when Walt was five 
years old.   He attended Alderwood Grade School and 
graduated from Edmonds High School in 1945.  When 
he was 19 he married Peggy Sather whose family had 
a summer cabin at Martha Lake.   

     After college he and Don Bakken opened an 
ornamental iron shop in Lynnwood.  After a 
workplace injury he could no longer do the physical 
work and sold the business to Don and started a career 
in sales.  This career led him to eventually becoming 
the owner of General Welding Supply eventually 
expanding to 10 stores.  He sold the business and 
retired in 1999 and began a new career playing golf 
almost every day.   

     His wife of 67 years, Peggy, his children Steve, 
Teri, and Kerry, and grandchildren and great 
grandchildren survive Walt.   

Gary Lee has shared this photo with us and it can 
tell us a lot.  We'll tell you what we know so far and 
tell us what you can add.  From the  automobiles we 
know it is in the 1950s.  Do we have somebody that 
knows what year and make the car in the lower left 
hand corner is?  We can see the Wickers store in the 

top left hand side of the photo so we know this photo 
was taken from the north side of the road (today 196th 
SW--known back in the day as the Alderwood Road or 
North Trunk West) approximately where the 
Lynnwood Convention Center is today.   

     The Country Bakery was in the building that 
had formerly been Gillis Real 
Estate.  Eventually this would give 
way to a Taco Time restaurant and 
now part of the on ramps to 
southbound I-5.  To the left was the 
road back to the Co-op and next to 
that was the Red and White grocery 
store.  A vacant lot was to the left of 
this grocery store originally owned 
by Dave Dahlin and later sold to 
Bill Birt.    Moving left is the drug 
store, a lot that had a garage on 
it,  Virgil's Fountain, and then Albie 
Albright's Barbershop.  Now what 
can you add or correct?  Let us 
know! 

Yesteryear--Alderwood Manor circa early 1950s.  
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through the years Gertie operated or managed at least 
five restaurants in Edmonds.     

Later at Third and Main Streets, she opened the 
first antique shop in Edmonds.  She then owned and 
managed a doll shop which she called “Gertie’s Doll 
Hospital.”  The business, located in the Kuzmoff 
Building was destroyed by a fire in 1945.  While 
Gertie was busy with her businesses, Carl Perrin was 
equally busy with his roofing work.    

By the 1940s, the Perrins had established their 
home in Perrinville.  Eventually, they would own 35 
acres of the land around the intersection of Olympic 
View Drive and 76th Ave. West. The village of 
Perrinville became an eclectic assortment of 
businesses.  One of those was Carl’s own Perrinville 
Roofing Company.   

Carl did not live to see the complete development 
of their town; he died in 1965.  After her loss, Gertie 
continued to promote the merits of settling in 
Perrinville.    

The village at Perrinville Crossroads, just like 
Gertie, was always unusual.  It especially drew the 
attention of the public when a car wash business on the 
southwest corner opened. Its claim to fame was the 
good-looking scantily clad young women who were 
hired to wash the cars.  With the opening of this car 

wash there was a rise in the number of fender benders 
at the intersection.   

In 1987 a talented artist by the name of Noonan 
painted a large picture of a colorful clown on the door 
of the garage located on the southwest corner.  The 
clown looked as if he was breaking through the door.  
This was another eye-catcher for the corner. Later 
when the building was painted and a new garage door 
installed, someone must have thought the door looked 
empty and a crudely rendered cut out of a paper clown 
replaced the painting for a short time.  Today the 
garage door is devoid of any artwork—Perrinville 
seems to have lost some of its character.      

As the years passed, all of Gertie’s Perrinville 
property was sold, except the land and house where 
she lived.   

Gertie died October 4, 1991 at the age of 98.  
These words on her gravestone at Edmonds’ Restlawn 
Memorial Park remind us of her place in the history of 
South Snohomish County: Jennie Gertrude Perrin, 
Founder of Perrinville.   

Gertie and Carl’s only child “Skip” Perrin, was in 
the 1950 class at Edmonds High School when he 
enlisted in the U.S. Army that year to serve in the 
Korean conflict.  He died in 2010 in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, and is buried at the Southern Nevada 
Veterans Memorial Cemetery in Boulder City, 
Nevada.   He left no offspring.  

Now shared by Edmonds and Lynnwood, Gertie’s 
Perrinville was never an official town.  However, its 
name appears on maps, and it is recognized by our 
federal government as the site of the U.S. Postal 
Service, Perrinville Carrier Facility, Edmonds, WA 
98026.   

(Continued from page 1) 
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Santa Claus visits the Alderwood Manor Heritage Cottage 

Linda (Pelkey) Myers, Cheri (Stadler) Ryan and Jan (Canfield) Nofziger 

Jennifer (David) Bell and Santa's Elves Shabina & Jessica Pal Nancy (Williams) Meador and her granddaughter Gabby 

Dale and Donna (Allen) Hoggins and their grand-
daughter Whitney Sandy (Forsgren) and Nick Konikson  
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 This year, for the first time, AMHA’s veterans’ 
exhibit includes information on Ronald Page Paschall, 
a young man from Alderwood Manor/Lynnwood who 
was killed during the Vietnam Conflict while taking 
part in a rescue mission.    

A true hero, Ron Paschall before his death was 
awarded the Soldier’s Medal.  This is an individual 

medal of the U.S. Army, 
and is awarded to any 
person of the Armed Forces 
of the United States or of a 
friendly foreign nation 
who, while serving in any 
capacity with the Army of 
the U.S., distinguishes 
himself or herself by 
heroism not involved in 
actual conflict with the 
enemy.  Ron Paschall was 
awarded this medal 
October 30, 1970 for his 
action of bravery and quick 
thinking on October 6, 
1970 when he risked his 
own life to save the crew of 
a burning helicopter. He 
entered the blazing 

wreckage and pulled the crewmen out before the craft 
exploded.  While doing this, Ron Paschall also saved 
the life of the company commander.  The gripping 
story of this act of heroism was told recently by Julie 
Muhlstein in her article for the Everett Herald on 
November 19, 2014—Lynnwood soldier’s honor 
brings peace.    

Ron Paschall was born November 1, 1950 in Los 
Angeles County, California. He attended Meadowdale 
iH HigHigh School, graduating in 1969.  Following 
graduation, he was drafted and entered the Army—at 
which time his hometown was listed as Alderwood 
Manor.   

Ron served in the U.S. Army as a Specialist 5th 
Class; listed as a helicopter repairer—F Troop, 8th 
Cavalry, 196th Infantry, BDE, USARV.   

He was killed Easter Sunday, April 2, 1972, at 
Quang Tri Province, South Vietnam, during a rescue 
mission.  At the time of his death, he was 21 years old 
and only six days away from completing his tour of 
duty and returning home to his family.   

 The report regarding this dangerous and fatal 
rescue mission is as follows:  Ronald Page Paschall 
was crew chief on a four-person Huey helicopter.  On 

April 2, 1972 they were on a mission to locate and 
rescue Lt. Col. “Gene” Hambleton, USAF, sole 
survivor of an EB-66 aircraft shot down by the enemy.  
The story of this event was told in the famed 1988 
movie BAT*21.   

The rescue helicopter with Sp5 Paschall on board 
was shot down.  According to an eye witness, Ron 
Paschall had safely exited the downed helicopters, but 
had turned back to help a crew member who was 
pinned down.  Enemy fire blew the helicopter up, 
killing three men, including Ron Paschall who also 
became trapped on the helicopter.     

 Four days later during this continuing rescue 
mission another helicopter with six men on board was 
also lost.     

 The reason the rescue of Lt. Col. Hambleton 
was considered so important to the U.S. forces was 
because he was an expert on electronic weapons 
systems.  This fact was known to the North 
Vietnamese, and they had begun an all-out-search in 
order to capture him.  Thus, the Americans began their 
own all-out effort 
to rescue Lt. Col. 
Hambleton. The 
actual rescue took 
place 11 days later 
and had resulted in 
the loss of lives of 
several men and 
aircraft. Lt. Col. 
Hambleton’s 
rescue was finally 
made during a 
night-time covert 
land operation two 
miles behind 
enemy lines in 
North Vietnam.     

 For over 20 
years Ron Paschall 
was listed as 
missing in action.  
His fate and that of 
two other 
crewmen, lst Lt. 
Byron Kent 
Kulland and Chief 
Warrant Officer 
John Wesley 
Frink, was not 

(Continued on page 7) 

RONALD PAGE PASCHALL (1950-1972) 
By Betty Lou Gaeng 



Page 7 Alderwood Manor News Clippings 

If you are not yet a member, you are invited to consider joining the Alderwood Manor Heritage Association.  
The only qualification for membership is a desire to support the mission of improving quality of life through developing a sense of 
our community's history and soul through preservation, interpretation, education, outreach, research and fellowship. 
Please mail your check, payable to AMHA to: 

AMHA Treasurer 
P. O. Box 2206 

Lynnwood, WA  98036-2206 
 
If you are a member, please share the above form with a friend or relative.  

   Individual $20   

   Family $30  

   Benefactor $100 or more  

   Heritage Partner $50   

             (A special category for Business and Organizations.) 

 

Name(s): 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: ______________________________ 

Phone: (______)_____________________ 

E-Mail: ____________________________________ 

Special Donation towards General Operating  

        Fund:$______________ 

 

If you are (or have been) a local resident, what year 

did you first live in this community?  

 19_____   20_____ 

 

Please send me information about volunteer  
       Opportunities. 
 
 
 
AMHA is incorporated as a non-profit Tax Exempt Organization as described in 
section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code. It is affiliated with the League 
of Snohomish County Historical Organizations, the Washington Heritage 
Resources Center, and the Washington Trust for Historic Preservation. 

You are invited to become a Member of AMHA  

confirmed until their remains were discovered 
February 8, 1993 and returned to the United States.  
On February 7, 1994 these remains were finally 
identified.   

 The lone survivor from the helicopter was 
captured and was unaware of the final outcome until 
later.  He met Ron’s family in 1994 when Ronald 
Paschall was interred together with Lt. Kulland and 
CWO Frink in Arlington National Cemetery, 
Washington, D.C. 

 The remains of the six men on the second 
helicopter were not found and recovered until 1997.  
They were also buried together at Arlington National 
Cemetery.  

 Ronald Page Paschall is remembered on the 
Vietnam Wall in Washington, D.C. on Panel W2, Line 
128.  His name was also inscribed on the Courts of the 
Missing at the National Memorial Cemetery of the 
Pacific (Punchbowl), Honolulu, Hawaii.   

On March 3, 2014, an interesting item was 
broadcast on TV station WTVQ, an ABC affiliate in 
Lexington, Kentucky.  A man by the name of Pete 

Gunter was working on a horse farm just outside of 
Lexington when he saw something shiny in the 
paddock.  What he found was a bracelet with a 
soldier’s name on it.  His wife did some research and 
found that the bracelet was a P.O.W. bracelet given to 
family and friends of soldiers who were missing in 
action.  The name on the bracelet was that of 
RONALD PAGE PASCHALL.   

(Continued from page 6) 
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Mark Your Calendars 

AMHA General Meeting and Program 
 

The Life and Times of Paine Field 
     By Steve K. Bertand 
 

February 28th  11:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. Come Early for Coffee! 
10:45 a.m. AMHA Announcements 
11:00 a.m. Program 
Noon  Pot-Luck Lunch 
Alderwood Boys & Girls Club 
19719-24th Ave W. Lynnwood 
 

     Author of the newly released Arcadia book “Paine Field” Steve will 
talk about the history of Snohomish County’s airport.  Since the 
airport’s beginnings as a WPA project in the 1930s it has been an air 
base in wars, a general aviation airport, and today as an aviation-related 
economic powerhouse anchored by the greatest civilian aircraft 
company in the world, the Boeing Company.  Steve grew up in Everett 
and graduated from Cascade High School where he has taught and 
coached for the past thirty-five years.  In his spare time he is a poet, 
small businessman, photographer, and martial arts instructor.   

Check us out at:  Facebook.com/Alderwood Manor Heritage or Twitter.com/alderwoodmanor 

2014 Dates for your Calendar! 
 

March 28th  
 Breakfast at Applebee’s in Lynnwood 
 
April 19th 

 Program 
 
July 25th 
 Annual Picnic 
 
September 13th  
 Chicken Dinner 
 
October 24th 
 Program and Annual Meeting 
 
December 6th 
 Holiday Open House 


